Submission from Ablo Jalloh (via email)

To whom it may concern:

We hope that discussions similar to the topic below can be included in this debate:

On 24 March 2016, a Bill to amend the Building and Construction Industry and Security of Payment Act in South Australia was introduced to the South Australian Parliament. That Bill proposes a system of appointment of adjudicators that underlines a trend at least in the eastern states of Australia (Queensland and now possibly South Australia), moving away from the appointment by a nominated authority chosen by the applicant (New South Wales, Victoria and Western Australia). 

In late 2014 Queensland amended its Act (Building and Construction Industry Payments Act) to allow for the Registrar of The Adjudication Registry (effectively an officer within the Queensland Building and Construction Commission), to appoint an adjudicator.

The proposed South Australian system:

· Abolishes Authorised Nominated Authorities (ANA).

· Sets up an Adjudicator Review Panel consisting of five persons one of which has to represent the interest of contractors and one of which has to represent interests of subcontractors.

· Proposes that the function of the panel is to: 

· Oversee a pool of adjudicators;

· Enquire into the suitability of individual persons to continue as adjudicators;

· Make recommendations and give advice to the Small Business Commissioner in relation to adjudication generally.

· The panel will have the power to recommend removal of adjudicators with a right of review, but importantly the appointment of adjudicators will be made by the Small Business Commissioner who is to select ‘an adjudicator randomly from the pool of adjudicators established’. 

This is a different process to that which occurs in Queensland, in the sense that a Registrar appoints adjudicators according to their experience and understanding of the issues that might be at play within the adjudication, which might be seen as more flexible. 

The proposed South Australian position is as a result of continuing criticism of the ANA appointment system, similar to that which occurred within the Queensland review conducted in 2013/2014. Principally that review related to various undesirable aspects of the appointment of adjudicators by ANA, including reported distortions in the system of appointment, and a perception of bias. A trend to move away from ANA appointments seems to be gaining some momentum as the recent discussion paper by Fair Trading New South Wales, canvasses this issue as well. It would not be surprising if changes were made in New South Wales as a consequence.
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	Apartment owners must be heard

 

	Raise your voice: design Melbourne’s future
 You and I know apartments are critical to Melbourne’s future. As someone who lives, owns or manages an apartment building, you have a unique perspective and your voice should be heard.
 
The Future Melbourne report will set the direction for our city and the work City of Melbourne undertakes out to 2026. It’s big stuff. Don’t leave it to chance.
 
We invite you to contribute your ideas or tell us your opinion as part of Future Melbourne. If you don’t have an idea of your own, vote for other peoples.
 
You might also like to attend an event; Climate change & our future city (9 March), Future Economies Lab (15 March), or Our Future Melbourne: will it be the city we expect? (21 March).
 
Creating strong, sustainable, resilient communities and infrastructure will be crucial. What do we need to do to make this a reality?
 
Future Melbourne closes 31 March 2016 so don’t wait. 

Owners corporations: what needs to change?

 
The Victorian Government is reviewing the Owners Corporation Act to modernise and improve the legislation, taking into account your experiences and industry developments.
 
The Owners Corporations Act provides for the management, powers and functions of owners corporations, and mechanisms to resolve disputes.
 
As an apartment owner or manager, your views are critical so Consumer Affairs Victoria wants to hear from you. We invite you to read the discussion paper and then:
 
Send your thoughts
Email your thoughts to Consumer Affairs Victoria, consumerpropertylawreview@justice.vic.gov.au
 
Make a submission
Make a formal submission by answering the questions posed in the Owner Corporation discussion paper. Visit the Consumer Affairs Victoria Issues paper 2: Owners corporations page for details.
 
What’s next?
Consumer Affairs Victoria will consider submissions in developing an options paper on potential legislative changes, to be released in mid-2016. Submissions on the options paper will inform the Victorian Government in determining final legislative reforms.
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