Submission from Fergus Moffat (via email)

I am the Chair of my OC committee at 118 Dudley St, West Melbourne. I have read the discussion paper.

Our committee would like to see improvements in two key areas:

[1] Meaningful sanctions against itinerant and/or illegal parking within our underground carpark. We desire to have the power to properly manage this matter with respect to our OC Rules. Currently, tow-away warnings are meaningless and we have no statutory authority. the pendulum of 'rights' has swung too far in favour of the resident.

[2] Our committee desires the right to decide whether or not the dwellings in our building can be subject to short-term leasing. Some owners desire to advertise on community share websites to take advantage of tourism. Tenants are also indulging in sub-leasing. Current legislation does not adequately work in favour of a committee whose imperative is to secure and maintain the amenity of a residential apartment building. Such buildings SHOULD NOT be able to become defacto hotels just to satisfy the commercial desire of absentee owners, and tenants who seek to have their rent paid.

These matters go to the security of the building, the safety of bona-fide residents, and the right of such owners and residents to quiet enjoyment of their dwelling. The proliferation of itinerant occupants inevitably brings (and has brought) disorder and a lack of concern for OC Rules, including such safety rules as gas bottles in apartments and BBQs on balconies. It means uncontrolled use of security fobs and remote controllers, and inappropriate use of and access to our carpark, bicycle storage, and small gymnasium (which is supposed to be an amenity for bona-fide residents). It has also resulted in careless damage to common areas as excessive moving-in and -out is conducted and for which compensation cannot be secured.

I hope the review panel will give consideration to this submission.
Fergus Moffat

(Chair, Owner's Corporation Committee,

Market Square Condos

118-124 Dudley Street

West Melbourne 3003)

