Rooming House Operators Act 2016


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO NOTICES TO VACATE
Explanatory Note

The proposed amendments will amend Forms 3 and 5 of Schedule 1 to the Residential Tenancies Regulations 2008 to provide additional advice to rooming house operators on how to use them.

Form 3 is the ‘Notice to Vacate to Tenant of Rented Premises’ and will need to be used by rooming house operators for the purposes of sections 268A and 268B of the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 (RTA), where they have residents in a rooming house who are on tenancy agreements.

Sections 268A and 268B are inserted into the RTA by the Rooming House Operators Act 2016 (the RHOA).
These provisions expressly impose the requirement on a landlord who is a rooming house owner to give the notice to a resident that they have entered into a tenancy agreement with, if:

· an order has been made by the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) requiring that such a notice be given (section 268A); and
· the rooming house operator applies for a licence when the licensing scheme commences and is unsuccessful, and must therefore issue notices to vacate to residents, or a licensed rooming house operator applies to renew their licence and is unsuccessful (section 268B).

Form 5 is the ‘Notice to Vacate to Resident of a Rooming House’, which rooming house operators will be required to use for the purposes of sections 290A and 290B of the RTA.
Sections 290A and 290B are inserted into the RTA by the RHOA and impose the requirement on a rooming house owner to give a resident a notice to vacate if:

· an order has been made by VCAT requiring that such a notice be given (section 290A); and 
· the rooming house operator applies for a licence when the licensing scheme commences and is unsuccessful, and must therefore issue notices to vacate to residents, or a licensed rooming house operator applies to renew their licence and is unsuccessful (section 290B).
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