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Travis W McElroy (DGS)
OK, we'll get started. We're thinking we've got a fair few people there. There's more coming in as we go and we'll get right into it. Thank you all for coming along today. Thank you for registering for the the webinar before we get started, I'd like to do an acknowledgement of the country.
We'd like to start, so we're going to the lands of the first peoples on on which we meet today. We recognise their connection to the land, the waters and the skies and their contribution to our community, and we pay the effects to our elders, past, present and emerging.
The information presented today is of general information only and is not intended to be legal advice. The topics covered are based solely off the professional Engineers Registration Act, the regulations and the associate guidelines and practise notes. We won't be taking into account any personal circumstances neither the neither consumer affairs Vic.
Or the business Licencing Authority can provide individual advice regarding the need for registration. If you believe you have exceptional circumstances, we recommend seeking independent legal advice, as said in the starting slide this session.
Will be recorded today. So that's we've got cameras and microphones turned off, but you are able to ask questions and we encourage questions through the Q&A functionality which you should have access to.
So today I'll introduce we've got from the business licence authority. You've got doctor Charlotte Wong. Charlotte is the BLA's engineering member and we'll be doing most of presenting today, supporting us today in the background is Peyton Leverett from consumer events Victoria. We'll be monitoring questions.
And we'll make sure we can answer as many as possible. Most of the questions we'll get to at the end of the presentation. My name is Travis McElroy. I'm a project manager with Consumer Affairs Victoria and I specialise in the professional engineers registration scheme.
I'll hand over to Charlotte now to start discussing the topic.

Charlotte C Wong (DGS)
Thanks, Travis, for the kind introduction. So I believe you know most of us here today is really one wanted to know more about team engineer. So let's start with the fundamentals. What does it mean to be a team engineer? So on 1st July 2021?
Under the transitional arrangement, the registration and endorsement of professional engineers will automatically transfer from the Victorian Building Authority VBA to the Business Licencing Authority, so the BLA under the PER X or professional.
Engineering Registration act. If you were already registered at that time, you were deemed to be registered with the BLA and the transfer means that you can continue to provide professional engineering services.
So again, just don't leave this too late, and once you have the outcome reports, launch them with the BLA through the micaf system.
And I think I briefly mentioned earlier as well that you know the BLA cannot accept things like NER or charter certificates or academic transcript or any resumes in place of an assessment outcome report. So you will have to get the assessment outcome report.
To be able to submit the application through to us.
And next slide. Thanks, Travis.
So the BLA has a proven number of assessment entities to conduct this assessment, and in fact you may find that your qualification and experience are best assessed by one of the entity while you're building endorsement is handled by another and that's perfectly acceptable as well.
The important thing is that both assessment are completed and both outcome reports are lodged before the deadline and again, you know you can contact them directly to understand what is the process in work in order for you to get the assessment outcome report.
And you don't necessarily have to be the member of the assessment entity in order to get the assessment outcome report.
OK and next slide.
Mutual recognition, you know, and the AMR you know, I believe a lot of you have heard about this. So for those of you who are registered in another state or territory, there are also pathway through mutual recognition or the automatic mutual recognition.
But under AMR, you must notify the BLA before providing services in Victoria, but you won't actually receive a Victorian registration. Mutual rec requires that you are currently registered in an equivalent jurisdiction and that you are a fit and.
Per person and that you are not restricted under the guardianship or administration act. This pathway may be relevant for engineers who practise across multiple jurisdictions.
Right and.
Slight.
And of course, you know, not all engineers will have Washington Accord qualification and that is why there are alternative pathways. For example, if you have many years of experience but you don't hold and a credit.
If it's a degree, they are assessment routes designed to recognise your competence and practical knowledge. In some cases, engineers may need to work under direct supervision if they are not able to meet the requirements independently.
The important message is that there are options available to suit different professional backgrounds, but you must engage with the process and as soon as possible.
Next slide.
And regarding the professional membership, I briefly kind of brush it over just now. You know the the common area of confusion in this space is that member membership of an industry association such as Engineers, Australia, Professionals, Australia.
Or others does not in itself affect your registration. As a professional engineer in Victoria, membership is a personal choice. You know it can be very valuable for professional development, networking or recognition, but it has no direct.
On your regulatory obligations, membership great such as chartered NER are not substitutes for Victorian registration only. The assessment outcome reports will allow you to maintain your registration and endorsement.
OK. And next slide and.
Another practical detail relates to the renewal is that if your registration expires after 1st of January 2026 and you have not yet provided your assessment outcome reports, the BLA will only be able to renew your registration until the 30th.
Of June 2026 and beyond that date, without the assessment reports, you will not be able to renew your registration at all. So even though you have time left on your current registration, you should not wait because the sooner you begin, the smoother the process will be.
And next light Travis.
Hey, and on 1st July 2026, that is where the transition period ends. If you have not submitted your assessment outcome reports by then?
You will not be able to provide the professional engineering services in Victoria and Consumer Affairs Victoria. CAF inspectors will have the authority to issue on the spot fines of up to 2300 dollars.
And in more serious case, penalties of over $100,000 may apply for unregistered engineers or those providing services outside of the endorsement. So This is why, you know, this webinar is really to emphasise the importance of setting the process.
Early.
I think you know that's that's really the key information and I will let Travis to you know, run you through with some of the case studies and some of the specific examples.

Travis W McElroy (DGS)
Thanks for that, Charlotte. Just a couple of examples, just to show different options for some more common scenarios. The first one here is for Jane. She's got 25 years of experience. She provides professional engineering services to the building industry and outside of the building history.
She was previously registered with the B the VBA on BPC now and she's based on RTN and on the NER so her registration and endorsement is due for renewal in August next year. So to continue providing professional services as registered engineer in Victoria from.
The 1st July 2026 Jane needs to provide an assessment outcome report for a qualification of experience. This could be already available from engineers Australia or professionals Australia because she's with them, she can go somewhere else and get that report if need be.
She'll also need to get a building industry endorsement assessment. OK, so you need to have the both once Jane has both assessment outcome reports, she needs to lodge them through my cab, through the Lodge Assessment Outcome report transaction. And that's a free transaction. So there's no cost to it.
Jane should do this before her renewal period comes up. If Jane doesn't provide the assessment outcome reports, she won't be granted the renewal. The registration until she can prove that she's got the qualifications, experience and is suitable for a building industry endorsement.
Yeah.
So the second case is Ahmed, which is an electrical engineer. He's been registered as an electrical engineer for over 10 years. He provides personal engineering services, but he's no longer providing him to the building industry. He's moved out of that area.
His registration and his endorsement is due in May of next year, so to continue fighting professional services, he'll need to apply for an assessment outcome report for his qualifications and experience from obviously a BLA approved assessment entity.
Notify the BLA via Mike have to surrender his building industry endorsement if he no longer requires it, you can surrender your endorsement. Thank you. Once Ahmed receives an assessment outcome report like, as with Jane lodged it through Mike have through the Lodge Assessment Outcome Report transaction.
And do this before his registration renewal comes up. OK, make sure you try to do it, like at least a few weeks beforehand where possible. If he doesn't do it, obviously the BLA will only grant a renewal of registration and endorsement. If he still has it until June 30 next year.
OK, he'll need to do another registration renewal and still need to provide the assessment outcome report so much better to get on to it early and provide those assessment outcome reports so you don't have to do the whole renewal registration again.
The last one is for Lewis. As a mechanical engineer, he's been providing professional engineering services for over 40 years as a mechanical engineer. He's very accomplished and experienced, but does not have a a Washington Accord accreditation qualification.
To continue providing services from the 1st of July, Lewis needs to apply for an alternative pathway assessment for a qualification and experience. He'll also need to apply for a building industry endorsement assessments okay if he wants to continue providing services to the building industry.
Once he has both these assessment outcome reports and again with everyone else, lodge them through MIC. Have. If he can't provide the assessment outcome report, he won't be able to continue providing professional engineering services under his registration. He may need to continue working and do direct supervision.
But there are those different options available.
So if you're still unsure what to do next, here's those three steps. Again, start with apply for an approved apply to an approved assessment entity for your qualifications and experienced assessment, and your building industry endorsement. It's important to have both of those if you supply just your qualification experience.
You won't be recognised for building industry endorsement, obtain the assessment outcome report, make sure it's on for Victorian registration and make sure it covers your areas of engineering issue which you'd be registered for and lodge your assessment outcome report before the 1st of July. Or if you've got.
Your registration renewal coming up, try and lodge it before then.
If you don't lodge your assessment, I can report by the 1st of July, you won't be permitted to provide professional engineering services in Vic.

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

2

