Submission from Marianne Tootell (via email)

I have recently been an observer to a bank mortgagee sale at 4 Whelan Pl Romsey.

It is a residential property with significant history. The property was the subject of a drug raid which involved the covert growing, manufacturing and selling of marijuana. A subsequent court case involved a conviction and prison term. It also involved the eviction of the previous occupier.

These matters were not disclosed by the estate agent at the time of contract nor at settlement.

Upon taking possession the new owner has had 3 break ins in a week. This includes theft of machinery and malicious damage to the property.

Apparently there is not a requirement to disclose any of this. A close inspection of the house by the owners caused them to confront the agent about what appeared to be remnants of a marijuana growing operation. Further inquiries on (yes) Facebook unfolded the bones of the story.

We all know that action after the event is a merry matter but in this case the neighbours were astounded and said that the most trouble encountered in 29 years in the street was loud party music and noisy exhausts.
In cases where a crime scene has been established the agent and vendor have an duty to reveal this to a purchaser. That is a crime scene is a material fact.
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